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11 October 2021

Dear Students and Parents,

Information on HSDC response to Covid-19

The College is aware of the increase in positive Covid cases in Hampshire and the Isle of Wight
across all age groups since the beginning of September.

I thought it would be helpful to let you know what the College is doing to support you with the
continuation of your studies at HSDC at this time and remind you what you can do too.

Wherever possible the College will continue to deliver onsite, face to face lessons. We are actively
monitoring the number of cases in individual classes, in line with Government guidance. To control
infection levels, we will continue to encourage all our students to:

take up the opportunity to get a Covid-19 vaccination

continue to use the Lateral Flow Tests every 3 to 5 days. If you have run out, you can
collect some more from Reception at your campus

remember to regularly wash hands

consider wearing a facemask in crowded places

where possible, continue to maintain a social distance

We will only consider asking learners to remote learn if individual classes have infection rates that
suggest there is a specific transmission issue within that class.

Please do not attend College if you have any symptoms of Covid-19. The main symptoms are

a high temperature — this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not
need to measure your temperature)

a new, continuous cough — this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more
coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual)
aloss or change to your sense of smell or taste — this means you've noticed you cannot
smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal

At this time of year there are many illnesses and bugs circulating, so it is important that, if you have
any of these symptoms you:

Provider

Stay at home

Report your absence to the College HERE

Book yourself get a PCR test to check if you have Covid-19.

If you test positive, please do not return to College until you have self-isolated for 10 days
after the day your symptoms started

If you test negative, please do not return to College until your symptoms have passed.
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https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hsdc.ac.uk%2Fcoronavirus-update%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cmike.gaston%40hsdc.ac.uk%7C11e46e970cde4101425508d98986bfdc%7Cc4afb14da1d04981ba6ad9b2bd5ca70c%7C0%7C0%7C637692034100360311%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2FPC7NyUpKgaQuSPAiQbg1%2FXD%2FuENCGuncpMPz5yGM3s%3D&reserved=0

If a member of your family, household resident, or close contact tests positive for Covid-19 you are
advised to book yourself a PCR test. You do not need to self-isolate while you are waiting for the
result.

If a member of your family, household resident, or close contact tests positive for Covid-19 you do
not need to self-isolate if you meet one of the following:

e You are fully vaccinated (this means that you received your second dose of the vaccine
more than 14 days ago)

e You are under 18 years and 6 months

e You are taking part or have taken part in a Covid vaccine trial

¢ You are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons

More information on what households should do can be found HERE.

We are delighted that we have been able to start the new academic year with a full return to
College for students and we will continue to ensure that everything possible will be done to ensure
the safety of students whilst following Government guidelines.

Yours sincerely,
Mo o=

Mike Gaston
Principal and Chief Executive



https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fcovid-19-stay-at-home-guidance%2Fstay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection%23main-messages&data=04%7C01%7Cmike.gaston%40hsdc.ac.uk%7C11e46e970cde4101425508d98986bfdc%7Cc4afb14da1d04981ba6ad9b2bd5ca70c%7C0%7C0%7C637692034100370313%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=p6MhnCHR9qi9uZ2hnVaFCmnZquz6lm%2FfhUoAafkC%2B5M%3D&reserved=0

